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revenue. Neither Santo Stefano nor Varthema was able to
visit Ava: conditions beyond the confines of the Mon kingdom
were too anarchic.
But the days of the Mon Kingdom itself with its gracious
civilization were now drawing to a close. Binnya Ran's successor,
Takayutpi (1526-39), was the last of his house. A new age was
dawning, with a Burmese national movement of expansion
gathering force in the north, and the conquest of Malacca in
1511 by the Portuguese Don Affonso de Albuquerque. With
the latter the Mons concluded a commercial agreement under
which Portuguese merchants might come to trade at Martaban
and Pegu. When some years later the Burmese leader Tabin-
shwehti invaded the Mon country and dethroned Takayutpi,
Portuguese adventurers flocked to the country to take service in
his armies and Burma began to learn the use of firearms.